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  Issues in Austin 

What's Up

The Youth Action Network (YAN) was created by youth, for youth in early 2005. We strive to motivate youth to have an active citizenship in the Austin community and get connected with other organizations that empowers youth. We act like a web of youth supporting each other in taking action on issues that affect us. Our plan is to build a strong community of young people by working to improve the larger Austin community. We are interested in helping you take action in what's important to you! 


Brought to you by Michelle Powers and Julian Padilla 
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August Calendar
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Youth Making a Difference!
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WILL MARTIN 

Will Martin, a recent graduate of Garza High School, is one of Austin’s most powerful examples of a youth making a difference. In the summer of 2004 he created a progressive list-serve to help people know what was going on, focusing on anti-war issues. While it took some time to get off the ground, by the fall of 2005 more than 150 people had joined and a small group of people began organizing work calling themselves the Youth Activists of Austin (YAA). They first took on military recruiters who were abusing their privileges inside of schools. Will described the way they would freely roam the halls despite only being authorized to recruit at designated spots, and the way college and job recruiters were the only ones for whom that rule was enforced. After writing a request that the rule be enforced for military recruiters, setting up meetings with school officials and speaking with the school board not only has the rule been enforced but a new “military only opt-out” option exists for A.I.S.D. students. Where previously when one opted- out of getting personal information sent to the various government armed forces they also opted-out of having that information sent to colleges and the school directory, now students can choose to ONLY opt-out of being called and contacted by the army. Thanks to Will, who in the future plans on exploring change through art forms such as theater, film, and music, Austin and its schools are better! Visit the YAA website at: http://yaaustin.blogspot.com 
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Updates on Events in Austin
[image: image15.png]



YOUTH CLUBS 

The Youth Liberation Network is having their annual Youth Encuentro to bring together young organizers to develop their social justice skills. Held at the Pearle Street Co-op at the University of Texas from August 3-6, the free Encuentro is an over-night camp for youth of color age 12-17. For more information or to apply contact Bianca Flores at biancalflores@yahoo.com 

YOUTH EVENTS: 

COME ALIVE SEPT 9th! For the first time in Austin history hundreds of young people from across Austin will come together to demand strategies be put in place to address the increasingly high drop-out rate. 1/3 of all students and 1/2 of students of color are not making it to graduation - this crisis must be addressed. Come out to the Austin Voices sponsored Stand Up Rally Saturday, September 9 to have your voice heard and to see youth art and performance! From 4:30-7:30pm at Saltillo Plaza (401 Comal St. 78702) there will be performances, presentations, snacks, and activities! 

Texas Coalition Advocating Justice for Juveniles (TCAJJ) is having a member meeting August 19, 2006. This statewide coalition needs young people to help "rebuild the Texas juvenile justice system into a humane, effective, rehabilitative system for young people." Time and place to-be-announced at http:// www.tcajj.org/Events.html 

The Ready By 21 Coalition (RB21) is creating a city- wide Youth Council! If you are interested in participating or organizing with them attend their meeting on August 21 at the New World Deli at 11am! 

YOUTH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

Button making party!! On August 19 come out and help Austin Voices use their new button-making machine at 3710 Cedar Street, Suite 229 78705. For more information and for times call (512) 450-1880 

MonkeyWrench is a not-for-profit radical, collectively owned Bookstore and Cafe that depends on volunteers. Located at 110 E. North Loop 78751 people sign up for four hour shifts and staff the store. For more information call (512) 407- 6925 

FUNDRAISERS FOR YOUTH: 

Out Youth is holding a Benefit Performance of the nationally acclaimed monologue "American Fiesta" by local playwright Steven Tomlinson at 8pm Tuesday, August 1 at the McCullough Theatre at the University of Texas. The benefit is meant to raise money for Out Youth, which has been struggling financially and serves queer youth. For more information contact OutYouthBenefit@abporter.org 

September 2-3 Softball Austin will present the 4th Annual Texas Shootout Labor Day Weekend to benefit Out Youth and Project Transitions. For more information visit http://softballaustin.org/ shootout/index.html 

Red Salmon Arts, located within Resistencia Books, is having a fundraiser for their Save Our Youth (SOY) program on August 26. For more information call Resistencia at (512) 416-8885 
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Issues in Austin
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The big issue that's on the lips of everyone in the education business? Drop-out rates. After the April edition of Time magazine hit the stands, the whole nation was talking about it. While No Child Left Behind was supposed to save students from problems like this, an increasing number can't stand the pressure of intense standardized tests, and drop-out. 

Time magazine reported that, dependant on who you ask, the dropout rate is anywhere from 20% to 35%. that could mean that 1 out of 3 students will drop out during their High School experience. An astounding number. 

Worse than that, they found that nearly half of all dropouts ages 16-24 are unemployed. and "Finding good work is only getting harder for dropouts in the era of the knowledge-based economy" and an outsourcing one, too. 

Amidst all these problems there is something that you can do. Fight for you education! Attend the stand-up rally hosted by Austin Voices and see what you can do to save the future of our community, our nation, our youth! 

September 9th, 4:30-7:30 at Saltillo Plaza (401 Comal Street) there will be music, poetry, personal stories and input on what you can do. More info in the next issue, but definitely put this event on your calendar! 
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Quick Links...
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  Our Sponsors
  Additional Info about Austin Voices


	email: mpowers@austinvoices.org 

phone: 512-450-1880 

web: http://www.austinvoices.org 
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