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	December 2006 

Youth Action Network Newsletter 

Happy Holidays!
Why hello! Yes, its another newsletter from the YAN...and don’t worry, this is gunna be a good one! Don’t know what Youth Action Network is?? The YAN Plan is to build a web of youth supporting each other in taking action on issues that affect us. Read on...
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Youth Making a Difference!


	by Mia Hayward 
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Alex Caceres is an 18 year old going to school at Garza here in Austin. He has seen that youth today just don't know enough about the world around them! "I really started to get involved by just watching the news and realizing that no one seems to notice or care." Alex is a member of the White Rose Society and the San Antonio Interfaith Darfur Coalition (SAIDC). "Right now I really want to inform people on political issues and whats going on in the world." Indeed, it does affect us all, Alex. Over the Summer, Alex helped with feeding the homeless and this winter is donating his time with Coats for Kids. He wants to start a program at his school that helps kids get informed on not only United States politics, but world wide politics and how it affects youth. 

After high school, Alex wants to get a job in helping the community. He also wants to study law in college. He plans on keeping his hands delved in community service. In fact, he wants his career to be involved with other community services! Alex strongly believes that our generation is asleep. "We all see whats wrong, but only a handful of us are taking action. I don't think that is right and we need to start taking action now. Mostly, this is what I want to do to awaken my peers to influence a positive change." 
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Yep, another YAN Social!


	by the YAN Committee 
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A bunch of YAN members came together in November to talk about whats important to them. The topic was “How should schools really look?” There were no heated arguments but there were indeed passionate stories. A reccuring theme was just how tough school is becoming for the average student. The increasingly rigorous curriculum that is disheartening to students who are rushed through the process, and the strict rules about tardiness and dress code are setting back students to the point of hopelessness! And that is where our next topic arises- High School Redesign. In case you don’t know, its a big topic in the Austin community as AISD just announced that they recieved $15.6 million dollars from the Gates and Dell foundations to redesign the high schools in Austin. So come prepared to learn all about how you’re school’s going to change. This is one YAN Social you can’t miss! 

December 6th 
5:00 PM-6:00 PM 

3710 Cedar St. Rm 229 

December 20th 

Same place. Same time. 

Topic TBA 
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Mexican Bingo Night!


	by the YAN Committee 
	 
	Ventana del Soul 

Ventana del Soul (Window of the Soul) is a great place that benefits the community in a wonderful way. Check out what they do... 

Their mission is to foster Community through education in a way that makes a positive and lasting difference. 

Ventana del Soul's Focus: 

Reduce delinquency by mentoring at-risk youth and encouraging positive identity and values. 

Offer health education, after-school programs, technical software classes, language and vocational training. 

Support non profit and community-based organizations by providing meeting space for board meetings, training and fundraising; provide space for cultural arts exhibits and performances. 

Encourage volunteerism and community involvement by offering a positive place to gather and opportunities to participate. 

Provide opportunities for college students to gain experience while making a positive contribution to their community. 

Create a national model for sustainable cultural centers that foster community through education and experience based learning. 

And to raise some money they are having a Mexican Bingo Night (yes you heard right)! 

$.25 each BINGO card you play - play as many as you! There are tasty treast aavailable to order if you get a case of the munchies. And anyone who wears a mexican pancho or other fun attire gets an additional 2 free games! 

So come one over...let go of that hectic day and let's join them in the classic game of BINGO with a little Mexican twist! 

7-9 PM at Casa de Cafe 

5th of December 

Directions 

	[image: image7.png]



Out of the Darkness Community Walk


	by the YAN Committee 
	 
	

Walk with us this fall in the 2006 Out of the Darkness Community Walks. Every 18 minutes in the United States, someone dies by suicide. This fall thousands of men and women will walk in over 70 communities across the United States, each contributing their voices to break the silence surrounding suicide. 

Walk to save lives...By walking in the 2006 Out of the Darkness Community Walks to benefit the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP), you will be walking with thousands of people nationwide to raise money for AFSP's vital research and education programs to prevent suicide and save lives, increase national awareness about depression and suicide, and assist survivors of suicide loss. 

So go to their website to find out more 

Dec. 9th 

Texas State Capitol, 1100 Congress 
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Zilker Trail of Lights 2006


	by the YAN Committee 
	 
	An Austin Christmas Tradition 

The Trail of Lights Festival is an annual Austin holiday tradition and celebration held in Zilker Metropolitan Park, 2100 Barton Springs Rd. The festival, originally known as Yule Fest, began in 1965 by Mrs. Alden Mabel Davis and then Parks and Recreation Director, Beverly Sheffield, as a holiday gift from the Parks and Recreation Department to the citizens of Austin and visitors. The first display, "The Twelve Days of Christmas", was set up in Zilker Park. This display still holds a prominent location on the Trail this year and has become a big part of the deep tradition of the Trail. 

The first festival lasted four days and consisted of a candlelight path, dance performances, a live nativity scene, and the Yule log. In 1967 the Zilker Tree, the "World's Largest Man-made Tree", made its first appearance at the festival. Through the years the festival continued to grow and long lasting traditions, such as a trail of lighted displays, a 5K run, the Zilker Tree lighting, an Opening Night Parade. In 1992, the festival was renamed the Trail of Lights. Though the festival began as a drive-through event it was changed to a pedestrian event in 1998 with tram service for visitors with special needs. 

The modern day Trail of Lights is a mile long display of 42 lighted scenes, US Post Office (display only- mail will not be processed through the U.S. Post Office), Santa's House, the Yule Log, and an entertainment stage. The festival begins with the lighting of the Zilker Tree, a 155 feet tall, 180 feet diameter lighted tree consisting of 3,309 bulbs on 39 streamers strung from Austin's historical Moonlight Tower. Since 1987 the honor of lighting the tree has been bestowed upon the winner of the city-wide children's tree coloring contest. The tree lighting ceremony takes place on the first Sunday of December. 

The following Saturday a 5k Run is held as a preview event to the Trail of Lights. Participants are the first to experience as the route takes them through the mile long display which is lighted for the first time during the run. Each year a parade serves as the opening event for the Trail of Lights. The festival opens on the second Sunday of December and runs through the 23rd. In 2005, the Trail of Lights hosted over 372,861 visitors, lit over 1 million lights, and ran with the help of over, 2,500 volunteers over the thirteen nights of the festival. 

Find out more... 
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Stand Up Clubs Report


	by Tim Eubanks, YAN Ally 
	 
	Reagan and Johnston High Schools- Ever want to tell the world what you like and what needs to be improved at your school? Well that is just what students at Reagan and Johnston are doing! After receiving a training on photography and activism, students set out to document their schools with different pictures. The students want to document what school is like for students on the east side vs. what schools are like for students on the west side. In the end they hope to win greater resources and support for Johnston and Reagan. 

The students will showcase the result of their work at a hearing of their local representatives and senators at the Texas State Capitol Thursday, December. 9th. 

Do you go to Reagan? If so come on down- Wednesday's A or B lunch at CIS 

Do you go to Johnston? If so come on down- Tuesday's at lunch in the gym 

Lanier High School- Almost 20 students have been meeting at Lanier High School with their facilitator Lanier Junior Luis Orozco. Luis has been leading the students in fun field trips to UT for a program called Social Justice Saturday School. At the Saturday school students learn from professors and activists from UT and community organizations about how to make their voice heard. The students have demanded teachers not discriminate or make racist statements at one of AISD’s most diverse campuses. 

Do you go to Lanier? If so come on down- Thursday's at 11:06 in the Gold Room 

LBJ High School- 20 cool students take on the most pressing issues at LBJ every Wednesday with their facilitator LBJ 10th grader Marvellous. Great discussion have taking place ranging from “High School Redesign” “To youth voice and is anyone listening.” 

Do you go to LBJ? If so come on down- Wed. at 12:00 in Mr. Rudy’s room. 
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Get to the Capitol on Dec. 7th!!


	by Angelo McHorse 
	 
	Youth speak out! [image: image23.jpg]



This gathering of students will be your chance to get out and catch up with the recent work of your fellow peers on everyday issues that could be affecting you! Students will be talking about getting everything from improvements in your schools to the ways in which you can learn. There will be elected officials there to hear our concerns so you’ll know that we are making a difference with our actions. Here is your chance to come and support your peers as well as contribute your own ideas and have the opportunity to make a difference in your schools as well as your communities. WE NEED YOU!!! 

Come listen to Austin youth directly voice their concerns about Austin schools to Austin state legislators at the State Capitol Extension Building. Come SUPPORT students from schools throughout AISD schools as they speak on various topics such as: 

 AUSTIN VOICES PHOTO ESSAY ON INEQUALITIES WITHIN AISD SCOOLS (WEST Vs.( EAST) 

 JOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL POST- REDESIGN UPDATE( 

 REAGAN HIGH SCHOOL QUESTIONING WHICH WAY IS FORWARD( 

 LANIER HIGH SCHOOL DEMANDING IMPROVEMENT TO THEIR EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT( 

 STUDENT SUPPORTS( 

WHERE & WHEN? 

THURSDAY, December 7th 

10:30am – 11:30am 

Texas State Capitol Extension 

201 E. 14th Street 

Committee Hearing Room 

Call us if you want more information- 450-1880 
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Social Justice Summer School Report


	by A. Santos, YAN Ally 
	 
	Something to get involved in... 

On December 2nd, 2006, 15 students from Houston Community College Northeast Campus, paid a visit to the Austin Voices Social Justice Saturday School (SJSS). The students came by bus to participate and learn how they could replicate what has been going on in Austin since the summer when the school was first started. Now that the SJSS has moved to The University of Texas at Austin, more graduate and undergraduate students have been attending. This has turned out to be an eye opener for the high school students because they have learned that interacting with university students is not some amazing mystery beyond their reach. This month, the Social Justice School was featured in Hispanic Outlook Magazine. 

This is really a program to find more about. Here are some great things about it: 

1. Youth who complete this program will have a greater sense of their place in the history of social protest in the US. 

2. Youth who participate in this program will discover they are not alone in the current efforts to have their voices heard. 

3. Youth who attend the Social Justice Saturday School will have the opportunity to hear an array of guest speakers who are current community activists. 

4. Youth who come to the SJSS whill be able to see a number of documentary films about the struggles of poor people and their search for justice. 

5. Youth who complete this program will develop a set of skills and talents that will make them better community organizers at their schools. 

6. Youth who attend this program will have the opportunity to work with Austin Voices for Education and Youth in the High School REdesign Project that is currently underway in AISD. 

7. Youth who participate in the SJSS will come in contact with college students and professors from Austin and the surrounding area that will help inspire them to think about the possibilities of going to college. 

8. And finally, youth and their parents who become associated with the SJSS will become part of a network of young people in Austin who working to make sure that their opinions, views and ideas are an intergral part of the public discussions that take place around issues that affect them directly and indirectly. 

Call Santos to find out how to join, 450-1880 
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Issues In Austin


	by the YAN Committee 
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Death Penalty for Fun, Darfur is Dying, these are not the names of scathing, investigative reports on hotly debated global issues but rather video games. 

They're among the dozen or so titles recently shown at the 3rd Annual Games for Change Conference at the New School, organized by a non-profit called Games for Change. 

"Social change in games is looking at the pressing issues from our day, from health care issues like HIV to poverty to the environment, and saying how can games, a massive entertainment technology, be brought to bear on these pressing issues?" Benjamin Stokes of Games for Change said. 

Since gamers these days are often between 5 and 45 organizers are hopeful games are the next great tool to promote understanding. 

Games like Peacemaker, one of two titles designed to shed light on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has you as either the Israeli or Palestinian prime minister. 

"It's meant to teach people about the different perspectives. It's just a turn-based strategy game, but we've inverted the war model so it's about conflict resolution," Eric Brown of Impact Games said. "The end goal is to create a peaceful resolution to the conflicts. It doesn't address everything about the issues, but it's intended to give you a better understanding of each side, the issues that face them, and why it's a difficult process." 

Earthquake in Zipland helps children make sense of a more personal conflict; the one of two parents going through a divorce. 

And if Games for Change, the organization, has its way, we'll see a lot more titles like these in the near future. It says it's trying to do for games what PBS does for television. 

"We think in games there's a lot of technology and content out there dedicated strictly to entertainment, and don't we need a space to talk about the pressing social issues, the really serious things, that's still fun, but it's also serious? That's an interesting combination, and we're trying to see how that can work," Stokes said. 

Developers say the next step includes exploring whether these games can stand on their own, or should big commercial publishers be pushed to start integrating hot issues into more mainstream titles. 

News 8 Austin-Top Stories 
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A Special Thanks to Youth Venture!


	by Youth Venture Leader 
	 
	YAN is officially funded! 

A while back, the Youth Action Network decided to ask the wonderful people at YV if we could have some moolah to get YAN up and running. $750 later, the YAN isn't just running, we are flying! 

So not only will YAN be able to make more planners and buttons for you guys, but we can finally plan for some big events to get us all active in the community. So, not only does the YAN thank you, Youth Venture, but all the youth in Austin! 

Find out how you can be a Youth Venturer 
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	Contact Information 
email: mpowers@austinvoices.org 

phone: 450-1880 
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