	April 2007


	Youth Action Network Newsletter
YAN Squad


	
	
	In This Issue 

What are you Missing? 

A Step Forword 

Johnston's TAKS struggle 

	Dear YAN readers,  

Welcome fellow social change enthusiasts. Are you ready for the latest updates in youth involvement? Because you know I am! This month has been teaming with exciting events. I hope you enjoy this heaping helping of social action.

 

Love the YAN squad

  

What are you Missing?
Angelo McHorse
 

There are many opportunities that school is meant to provide for all students looking to excel in their education. Schools are supposed to provide you the best learning environment possible with new sufficient materials, qualified teachers, supportive counselors, up-to-date technology, a rigorous and relevant curriculum that teaches you the essentials needed to succeed in this continually evolving world no matter which field you choose to start your career. The question is: Do you feel that your school is providing you with all the opportunities that every student deserves? Do you feel respected? Do you feel that your opinion has value within your school? Do you feel that you have the ability to make an impact on your school and on your peers? Austin Voices For Education and Youth is currently working on a project Identifying Inequalities Within AISD Schools. If you think that your school is not providing you with the proper resources and supports needed to succeed in your high school career, YOU CAN HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD!! You are not the only one who feels that they are not receiving all the services that public education is obligated to provide! FIGHT FOR THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL STUDENTS TO HAVE TO A QUALITY EDUCATION. Your stand for a quality education will make an impact on the quality of education for future generations, which could be your younger brothers, sisters, cousins, nieces and nephews. If you wish to help there are many ways that you could contribute to raising awareness of the inequalities in your school. Contact Austin Voices at their office 512-450-1880 or email me at cognitivenative@yahoo.com WESHOULD NOT STAND IDOL, BE PASSIVE, AND JUST ACCEPT WHAT IS GIVEN TO US WE NEED TO TAKE OUR EDUCATION INTO OUR OWN HANDS. WE DESERVE THE BEST EDUCATION POSSIBLE TO BECOME PRODUCTIVE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY THAT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO OUR COMMUNITIES.
  

[image: image1.jpg]



 

A Step Forward
Ariel Kay
  

At Gonzalo Garza High School we believe knowledge of politics should be a part of every high school student's learning experience. Many students are already able to vote and take an active role in changing our communities. Instead of political affiliation being an inappropriate topic, we in Austin Voices at Garza have found ways to empower and inform students on political issues especially regarding those concerning stances on education. 
Garza students took action on Friday, February 23rd, when our Communities in Schools group, We The People, went to Auditorium Shores to show our support and learn from Barack Obama as he made his campaign speech to over 20,000 supporters. The largest showing of any city to date on Obama's campaign trail and Garza was there to witness history on a very exciting, yet rainy Friday. The inspiration of being a part of such a strong crowd and the words Barack Obama spoke sparked an interest among students to raise there own political awareness and participation. 
We in Austin Voices at Gonzalo High School encourage students to request from your high schools to involve local, national, and global politics and issues into the curriculum. Education should prepare adolescents for their future as adults in society and teach them to seek knowledge concerning the world around them. Garza High School provides opportunities for students to hold assemblies that inform and inspire the student body to get involved in issues of injustice and problems in our society and an array of approaches to positively impact them. We also hold screenings of documentaries, which are powerful, an easy and informative way to share knowledge. Volunteering and participating in events should be a part of the educational experience. There are so many ways for you and your school to be involved in rewarding and insightful activities. With such dire conflicts occurring in the world today such as the War in Iraq and the Genocide in Sudan and local issues such as school funding, homelessness, workers rights, and discrimination, an education is not complete without knowledge of these concerns. To infuse the curriculum of Austin schools with current events and information on how politicians are going to affect them and what students can do to stay informed, would be a revolution of thought for the learning experience. 
 

  

Johnston's TAKS struggle
Daisy Laneir
  

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has rated Johnston High School as "Low Performing" for 3 consecutive years. Only 27% of the students have passed the TAKS for the last three years. As a result of the No Child Left Behind Act, they were facing school closure. Last month superintendent Pat Forgione and the school board made the decision to keep the school open for one more year. So there is an increasing amount of pressure felt by the students to perform well on this upcoming TAKS test. To increase awareness among the students, and to show support, the Stand Up Club at Johnston organized a TAKS rally on Friday before the testing began on Monday. Students Rain Brown, Olivia Thornton, Latifa Hill, Sha Miller, Berquisha Henry, Demetre Alexander, and Cantrell Daniel organized the rally to encourage their school's success. 
          The students started off the Rally by chanting, "Rams believe it, Rams can achieve it!" About 300 students attended the Rally, to promote the success of their TAKS scores, as well as the Baseball and Softball team's performance. Students Kevin Morris and Julies Kruger got the students spirits up with their performance, by shouting "Pass the TAKS, Let the School Stay Open!" Their performance was followed by a motivational speech by 1990 Johnston graduate Richard Reddick, who found his place in the game show circuit when Wheel Of Fortune came to Austin. When asked why he would be a good candidate for the show, he simply replied, "I'm from here. This is my city." When he stepped up to the podium he opened his heart to the students by telling them "I've been on national television and now I'm so nervous talking to you because this is where I got my start." He ended his speech by telling the students, "Tell yourselves: I'm as smart, as dedicated, I work just as hard." The spoken word artist "Proof" followed Reddick's speech with a TAKS rap, which was not only rich in content, but also raised the student's moral even further. 

After the rally, I spoke with vice Principal Jonathan Harris. I asked him how he thought the students would perform on the upcoming TAKS test, his response was positive; he expects higher test scores than last year. I also asked him if he thought that the rally would help students succeed, and he replied saying, "Yes, I think it will help." We can all hope that the rally left the students feeling empowered about their ability to pass the TAKS test and keeping their school open. GOOD LUCK JOHNSTON!
 

  

Unity Rally 
Hannah Seacon 

 

      Did you attend the stand up Rally sponsored by Austin Voices? Well if you did or if you did not, you should attend the United Rally at Reagan High School. Reagan High school is in Austin Texas and consists of only African American and Latino students. The current principal of Reagan High School is Mr. Villafane and the school gets a new principal every 5 years. At Reagan High School there are no faculty meetings and only 50 to 70 seniors are expected to graduate this year. The school does have a stand up club and also good communities and student program as well as a school improvement officer. The reason for the Unity rally is to promote peace within the school because of the racial tension between different ethnicities that started 2 riots during the fall and the spring that caused the school to close early. So if you would like to join the fight for peace between racial tensions at Reagan you should definitely attend or get information about this rally!
  

Earth Day
Paula Rideau
 

John McConnell founded Earth Day on April 22, 1970.  Earth Day is a global
holiday to celebrate the wonder of life on our planet.  This holiday was
initiated when cities were buried under their own smog and polluted rivers
caught fire.  Earth Day was firmly established for all time on a sound basis
as an annual event to deepen reverence and care for life on our planet.  So
if you have a chance ride the bus, pick up trash, or even give a helping
hand to a neighbor or even the community.


 Out Door Events  

April is such a nice outdoorsy-kinda month, and there are two hugely popular festival happening around town. First, the Reggae Fest, which is a HUGE deal here in Austin, and then Eeryore's Birthday, which has been occurring annually since the dawn of time. Enjoy, and see you next month! 

- V. Nunez

· April 21-22: Austin Reggae Festival
The 14th annual ARF is going to be held at Auditorium Shores on Saturday, April 21 and Sunday, April 22. There will be a multitude of reggae bands playing on the main stage, and there will also be plenty of things to do, see, and buy. The festival is very popular, and if you have the opportunity, I suggest you check it out. Admission is $10 plus a canned food donation.

· April 29th: Eeyore's Birthday Party
The 43rd (yes, 43rd) annual birthday celebration for Eeryore is going down on April 29th at Water Park near South Lamar. There will be plenty of live music, performers, food, and just about everything in between. The party will be happening all day from 11pm to dusk. If you do decide to buy food and drink at the party, you'll be helping out local non-profit organizations. 

Movie Reveiw
  

Paul Dennis

 

Reefer Madness is a wildly over-the-top musical set in the 1930's about a boy named Jimmy who is seduced by the demon weed.  The film is very much theatrical with plenty of singing, whacky sets, and choreographed dancing.   It is actually a movie within a movie, as the opening seen shows a small town parents group watching the musical.  Periodically it will switch back from the musical to the town audience to see their reactions.   The musical opens with Jimmy Harper, an all-American teenager meeting his high school sweetheart Mary Lane, who is an innocent blonde of 'Good breeding stock'.  The story seems to start out happy, almost nauseatingly so.   But as Jimmy's addiction grows the film gets darker and more outrageous.  He his introduced to the reefer by a smooth-talking hipcat named Jack.  That's as far as I can take this review without spoiling the story.   All the actors have amazing voices and plenty of expression.  The dance numbers are executed with precision and emotion.  There are tons of allusions to the time period and film is one giant satire.   If there is one musical you see in your lifetime, may it be this one. 

Volunteer Opportunities
Maddy Buhrdorf
 

 

Town Lake Animal Shelter
 Who:  anyone over 17
 When: anytime 
 Where: Town Lake Animal Center
             1156 West Cesar Chavez
               Austin, Texas, 78703
             TLAS trains their volunteer's on rules
 and policies prior to any animal interaction. Some 
 volunteer work involves direct hands on work with
 animals while others may choose to work "behind the
 scenes" helping in the offices or with grounds up
 keep.
  For more information send an email to: 
 TLAC.volunteers@ci.austin.tx.us


 Keep Austin Beautiful: Clean Sweep
 Who: Anyone
 When: Saturday April 21st from 9 am to 11am 
 Where: there are "clean up" spots all over Austin
 Be part of the 22nd Annual Clean Sweep; a network of
 litter cleanups taking place all over Austin, Clean
 Sweep is part of the Great American Cleanup and The 
 Don't Mess with Texas Trash-Off and focuses on
 community creeks.
 For more information go to:
 www.keepaustinbeautiful.org


 Austin Children's Museum
 Who: anyone ages 14 and up
 When: anytime
 Where: 201 Colorado Street
             Austin, TX , 78701
 All volunteers must attend a training session that
 is held monthly. The opportunities available at ACM
 are: Store volunteers

           Play pals

          Information desk volunteers

          Gallery Explorer volunteers 
For more information go to: www.austinkids.org/
  

 

  

-The Possibliities of a Life's Journey-
 

I am challenging you to explore the future of the unknown.

To see it as an oppertunity of a life well spent.

I am chalenging you to achieve to the highest of your potential.

To understand what you are being taught and to use it every day.

I am challenging you to love.

To love learning once again, as you did when you were young.

I am challenging you to express.

To express you capibilities in every aspect of your life.

I am chalenging you to  take this challenge.

To open you arms to a new horizon.

I am challenging you to speak.

To break forth from you chains and step into a new day.

 

I am challenging you to commit.

To commit to honesty, integrity, and the truth.

I am challenging you to care.

To care about the one by your side.

I am challenging you to grow.

To grow beyond your surrondings and unhealthy situations.

I am chalenging you to soar.

To soar above all prejudices and stereotypes, and in your new self.

I am challenging you to be.

To be the person you were created to be...

 

A miricle brought forth by the breath of love.

 

                                                      - Ruth Goodson 

 

Edited by: Alice Geaccone and Daisy Lanier


Amy Averett
Austin Voices for Education and Youth 



	

	Ouote of the Month
The danger of the past was that men became slaves. The danger of the future is that men may become robots. 

-Erich From, German-American psycologist, solcialist. The Sane Society, 1955
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